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... The whole is more than the sum of the parts
Art figures prominently in our profiling as a socially committed
firm. Our Art+Technology Award has a good reputation, both in
the art world and among our business relations. The most recent
winner, Edwin van der Heide, says the decision to introduce the
Art+Technology Award stands as a statement: ‘It is courageous
of Witteveen+Bos to foster understanding for the creativity of
artists and the creativity of engineers.’

When organising events, it is in Witteveen+Bos’s nature to want
to arrange as much as possible itself. If at all feasible we prefer
to do everything ourselves. But with this award things are
different. Nomination of the winner is left to an independent jury.
After all, as an engineering firm we don’t know very much about
the finer points of art. So we call in sharp-eyed professionals for
this particular task. Over the past years we have seen that
this produces a special form of cooperation because of the
interaction between the jury, the winner, the essayist and our
Art+Technology team. There are numerous facets to the process:
the nomination of and introduction to the artist, the
understanding of the work, the organisation of the award
ceremony and the publication of the book. Everything revolves
around the artist’s work. The artist’s personality and views also
play an important role. This is part of the reason why every year
brings a new surprise and source of inspiration for us. The fact
that this sometimes leads to tense situations is part and parcel
of the process. The result we want to achieve is growing all the
time: respect for the work of the artist and, conversely, for the
work of the engineer. Time and again we see that the whole is
more than the sum of the parts.

... The Bandung-Deventer culture shock
Our cooperation with the Indonesian engineering firm PT
Inowa Prima Consult was intensified in 2009. To work on
multidisciplinary projects, we need to coordinate our designing,
modelling and quality standards. For this purpose several Inowa
staffers come to the Netherlands each year. For a few months
they work alongside Witteveen+Bos staffers from various
sectors. It is an enormous step for the young Indonesian
engineers: the differences in culture and temperature are great.
This was very much to the fore for those who weathered the long
and cold spell of snowy conditions in the winter of 2009-2010.

Asked about how they experienced all of this, it emerged that the
culture shock lasted only fleetingly. ‘The image that we had of
Europeans, namely unfriendly and abrupt, was not at all what we
experienced,’ said Hendri Hendrawan. ‘The people are very
friendly and polite and if you ask them something you get a
lengthy answer. It’s fine working here. In fact, I’m considering
coming here for a longer period of time to study at the Delft
University of Technology. Although we were shocked in Indonesia
by news from the Netherlands, especially after the showing of
the Fitna film, we have noticed nothing in our everyday life here.
For colleagues who have a family in Indonesia it is sometimes
difficult. They count down the days until they can return home.
Fortunately, we have been very well received by our
Witteveen+Bos colleagues and our good mutual understanding
is assisted by excursions like last year’s trip to Paris and this
year’s skiing in Germany. Later we are going to have to work as
a team from the Netherlands and Indonesia on the same project.
Big advantages of this way of doing things are that there are
no longer any unclear matters in our approach and that we
personally know the people with whom we are cooperating.’

... Volleyball 5 metres below the waterline
Wester IJ-dock c.v., a project of property developer ASR
Vastgoed Ontwikkeling, is our client for the IJ dock project in
Amsterdam. The development consists of a complex of buildings
standing on a peninsula in the IJ River, a stone’s throw from
Amsterdam Central Station. The five buildings will house the
Palace of Justice, a hotel, offices, apartments, a car park, a
marina and commercial amenities. The eye-catching buildings
will be erected on top of a below-water car park. Witteveen+Bos
produced the final design and specifications for the construction
pit and the measures that will protect the island against ship
collisions. While this work is in progress and during construction
of the car park, Witteveen+Bos will be responsible for directing
the work and maintaining supervision.

In summer 2009, the client organised a beach volleyball
tournament to mark delivery of part of the construction pit. All
parties involved in this major project were invited. Witteveen+Bos
was naturally one of those to enter a team. What made this
volleyball tournament special for the 11 teams was that the
games were played 5 metres below water level. For many it was
a strange experience to see huge ships sailing past high above
their heads. It was an exceptional way of getting to know all
partners involved in the project.

... Strategic alliance heads for Berlin
Strategic alliances add value through the bundling of knowledge,
experience and staffing. In the railway market, we have decided
to form a strong team with other firms in our line of work. In 2009,
Railinfra Solutions was set up as a partnership bringing together
Witteveen+Bos, Royal Haskoning and German railway operator
DB International. An exclusive cooperative venture with Verebus
was additionally set up to cover the discipline of train safety.

Central accommodation was found in Jutfaseweg in Utrecht. To
get to know each other better, also outside the workplace, a
cooking workshop was organised in the start-up period.
Participants set to work in mixed groups. There was the utmost
concentration while dinner was prepared. The result was a tasty
meal of exceptional quality. It was a sign of promising things to
come: from good cooperation and preparation to a good quality
product. We are now almost one year down the road and the
promise has been fulfilled.

The annual sports day of DB International in Berlin presented us
with an opportunity to show that we are also doing our bit inter-
nationally in the sports arena. The Utrecht delegation took the
train to Berlin. Many went a day earlier and were treated by DB
colleagues to a guided tour of ‘Green Berlin’. The large prolifera-
tion of water came as a surprise, with numerous small lakes like
Wannsee and Müggelsee right in the middle of the city.

The sports-crammed Saturday - with athletics, soccer, volleyball,
shooting and bowling - ended with a buffet and party. This gave
us a chance to get to know the DB staff in an entirely different
way. True, every cooperative venture has its teething troubles
or differences of opinion - regarding automation, for example -
but even then you can come up with surprising solutions by
interacting with each other creatively and sportingly.
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Addresses

Kazakstan
Witteveen+Bos Kazachstan B.V.
Aktau
Building 39B(PUS), 3rd floor
Microdistrict 8
130000 Aktau
Republic of Kazakhstan
t +7 7292 30 04 50
f +7 7292 30 04 51
e aktau@witbo.kz

Atyrau
Novaya Street 2
060005 Atyrau
Republic of Kazakhstan
t +7 7122 32 01 20 / 97 00 69
f +7 7122 97 00 70
e atyrau@witbo.kz

WBK Castor LLP
Almaty
Tattimbet 400 A
050020 Almaty
Republic of Kazakhstan
t +7 7273 87 02 22
f +7 7273 87 37 57
e almaty@witbo.kz

Aktau
Building 39B(PUS), 3rd floor
Microdistrict 8
130000 Aktau
Republic of Kazakhstan
t +7 7292 30 04 50
f +7 7292 30 04 51
e aktau@witbo.kz

Belgium
Witteveen+Bos Belgium N.V.
Posthoflei 5
2600 Antwerpen-Berchem
Belgium
t +32 3 286 75 75
f +32 3 281 86 01
e info@witteveenbos.be

Indonesia
Indonesia Raadgevende ingenieurs B.V.
Park View Plaza, 6th floor
Jl. Taman Kemang no. 27
Kemang - Jakarta Selatan 12730
P.O. Box 1687 JKS 12016
Indonesia
t +62 21 719 12 82
f +62 21 719 12 83
e info@witbo.co.id

Breda
Willemstraat 28
Postbus 3465
4800 DL Breda
the Netherlands
t +31 76 523 33 33
f +31 76 514 44 42

Den Haag
Alexanderstraat 21
Postbus 85948
2508 CP Den Haag
the Netherlands
t +31 70 370 07 00
f +31 70 360 00 98

Heerenveen
K.R. Poststraat 100-3
Postbus 186
8440 AD Heerenveen
the Netherlands
t +31 513 64 18 00
f +31 513 64 18 01

Maastricht
Leidenlaan 16
Postbus 1080
6201 BB Maastricht
the Netherlands
t +31 43 328 12 22
f +31 43 325 37 99

Rotterdam
Willemskade 19-20
Postbus 2397
3000 CJ Rotterdam
the Netherlands
t +31 10 244 28 00
f +31 10 244 28 88

The Netherlands
Witteveen+Bos Raadgevende ingenieurs B.V.

Deventer
Head office
Van Twickelostraat 2
Postbus 233
7400 AE Deventer
the Netherlands
t +31 570 69 79 11
f +31 570 69 73 44

Office building ‘Leeuwenbrug’
Leeuwenbrug 8
Postbus 233
7400 AE Deventer
the Netherlands
t +31 570 69 75 11
f +31 570 69 71 23

Office building ‘Stationsplein’
Leeuwenbrug 27
Postbus 233
7400 AE Deventer
the Netherlands
t +31 570 69 75 11
f +31 570 61 99 48

Almere
Louis Armstrongweg 6
Postbus 10095
1301 AB Almere
the Netherlands
t +31 36 548 29 00
f +31 36 533 38 33

Amsterdam
Hoogoorddreef 56 F
Postbus 12205
1100 AE Amsterdam
the Netherlands
t +31 20 312 55 55
f +31 20 697 47 95

Latvia
Witteveen+Bos Latvia LLC
Torna iela 4, III-C, App. 203
1050 Riga
Latvia
t +371 6 722 31 44
f +371 6 722 38 30
e witbo@apollo.lv

Russia
Witteveen+Bos Russia B.V.
Nab. Reki Moyka 24, Office 16
191186 St. Petersburg
Russia
t +7 812 570 02 13
f +7 812 312 71 45
e spb@witbo.ru

Witteveen+Bos Participations

Adviesbureau Noord/Zuidlijn V.O.F.
Postbus 233
7400 AE Deventer
the Netherlands
t +31 570 69 75 11
f +31 570 61 99 48

TEC Tunnel Engineering Consultants V.O.F.
Barbarossastraat 35
Postbus 108
6500 AC Nijmegen
the Netherlands
t +31 24 382 04 30
f +31 24 322 95 89
e info@tec-tunnel.com

info@witteveenbos.nl
www.witteveenbos.com
kvk 38020751

Railinfra Solutions V.O.F.
Jutfaseweg 1
Postbus 24088
3502 MB Utrecht
the Netherlands
t +31 30 283 39 00
f +31 30 283 39 01
e info@railinfrasolutions.nl
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